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The 9 Types of 
Prayer In The Bible

PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION 

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known to God – Philippians 4:6 


PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before 
Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one. – Ezekiel 22:30


Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks be made for all men – 1 Timothy 2:1


PRAYER OF FAITH  

Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing 
psalms. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of 
faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he 
will be forgiven. – James 5:13-15


CORPORATE PRAYER 


These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and 
Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. – Acts 1:14


And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking 
of bread, and in prayers. – Acts 2:42


PRAYING IN THE SPIRIT OR PRAYING IN TONGUES 

For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one 
understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. – 1 Corinthians 14:2 


For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful. 15 What 
is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the 
understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding.         
– 1 Corinthians 14:14-15


Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should 
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered. – Romans 8:26
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to 
Him, and bless His name. – Psalm 100:4


PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND REPENTANCE  

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. – 1 John 1:9


Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be 
healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. – James 5:16


PRAYER OF DEDICATION OR CONSECRATION 

He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is 
possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.”                
– Matthew 26:39


Then Samson called to the Lord, saying, “O Lord God, remember me, I pray! Strengthen 
me, I pray, just this once, O God, that I may with one blow take vengeance on the 
Philistines for my two eyes!” – Judges 16:28


PRAYER OF IMPRECATION  

The prayer of imprecation (curse) is seen in psalms when the righteous would pray for 
judgement and wrath to fall upon the unjust. We see this in Psalm 7, 55, and 69. 

I don’t believe that was ever God’s heart. And we see that in the gospels when Jesus 
rebuked the disciples… 


And when His disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do You want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?” 55 But 
He turned and rebuked them, and said, “You do not know what manner of spirit you are 
of. – Luke 9:54-55


But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who 
hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45 that you may 
be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what 
reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet 
your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do 
so? 48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. - Matthew 
5:44-48



